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Sindulfo Castillo

Chief, Antilles Regulatory Section
Jacksenville District Corps of Engineers
400 Fernandez Juncos Avenue

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901-3299

Re: Via Verde Natural Gas Pipeline; SAJ-2010-02881 (IP-EWG)

Dear Mr. Castillo:

This is in further reference to the Via Verde Natural Gas Pipeline project proposed by the
Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority (PREPA). Since our December 23, 2010 letter, additional
information has been provided by PREPA and its consultants to address the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) concerns. In addition, the applicant met with EPA representatives
on several occasions to present and/or discuss such additional information, including chapters
four and six of the local Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the project, plus several
summary sections.

In our previous letter, EPA objected to the issuance of a Department of the Army permit for the
project based on the lack of a detailed alternatives analysis, concerns regarding the use of
directional drilling, the lack of suitable compensatory mitigation to address wetlands impacts,
and the need to complete a federal Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the project. The
comments provided herein are based on a thorough review of the additional information
furnished by the applicant and its consultants.

To address the alternatives analysis issue, PREPA provided information on the alternatives
contained in the local EIS prepared for the project. These included a no action alternative, the
construction of a natural gas import terminal on the north coast of the island, tanker and buoy
systems and/or transfer platforms for receipt of natural gas at PREPA's Palo Seco, San Juan and
Cambalache plants, gravity based systems, floating storage and re-gasification units, and
several terrestrial alignments for a natural gas pipeline system. While this represents a
significant milestone in the review of alternatives for the project, the documents provided
included an additional option: the use of natural gas at PREPA’s existing Costa Sur and Aguirre
power generating facilities on the south coast of Puerto Rico, combined with the conversion of
the nearby Las Mareas Port facility to receive liquefied natural gas [LNG} as means to achieve
significant energy production using an alternative fuel. This project, formerly known as the
«Gasoducto del Sur”, was previously considered by PREPA as means to address the
diversification of the electric power supply methods in Puerto Rico. The project was briefly
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rage 1 Ot

Re: Via Verde Follow Up letter
Nieves Miranda, Pedro J.

to:

Teresita Rodriguez

04/01/2011 05:46 PM

Show Details

Thank you.

Pedro J. Nieves Miranda
Presidente

Junta de Calidad Ambiental

From: Rodriguez.Teresita@epamail.epa.gov <Rodriguez.Teresita@epamail.epa.gov>
To: Nieves Miranda, Pedro .

Sent: Fri Apr 01 17:43:34 2011

Subject: Via Verde Foilow Up letter

Mr. Nieves,

Attached you'll find USEPA's foliow up letter regarding the Via Verde Project. Please, do not hesitate to contact
us if you have any questions.

Tere Rodriguez

Chief

Multimedia Permits and Comgpliance Branch
(787) 977-5864

file://C:\Documents and Settings\trodrigu\Local Settings\Temp\notes225F0%\~web4299.htm 4/28/2011
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Re: Via Verde Follow Up letter
Jose Valenzuela

to:

Teresita Rodriguez

04/01/2011 05:52 PM

Show Details

Thanks!

From: Rodriguez.Teresita@epamail.epa.gov
To: Jose Valenzuela

Sent: Fri Apr 01 17:49:50 2011

Subject: Via Verde Follow Up letter

Mr. Valenzuela,

On behalf of Ms. Judith Enck, EPA's Region 2 Administrator,| am hereby providing you with the letter sent to the
US Army Corps of Engineers regarding our follow up comments on the Via Verde Project. Please, do not hesitate

to contact us if you have any questions.

Tere Rodriguez

Chief

Multimedia Permits and Compliance Branch
(787) 977-5864

file://C:\Documents and Settings\trodrigu\Local Settings\Temp\notes225F09\~web3625.htm  4/28/2011



If you have any questions or require additional information on this matter, please contact Ms.
Teresita Rodriguez, Chief of the Multimedia Permits and Compliance Branch (M PCB), at 787-
977-5864 or Mr. José Soto, of the MPCB, at 787-977-5829.

Sincerely,

Carl-Axel P. Soderberg
Director

CC: USFWS-Cabo Rojo, PR
DNER- San Juan, PR
PRPB- San Juan, PR
PREQB- San Juan, PR



natural resource agencies before construction of the project begins. In addition, questions
remain regarding the concept of “temporary impacts”. PREPA expresses that after placing the
pipeline, areas would be immediately brought back to initial conditions so that natural re-
colonization by prevailing vegetation begins. However, sections of the local Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) prepared for the project indicate a willingness to enhance areas by
suppressing invasive and/or nuisance species at locations such as Cafio Tiburones or other
ecologically valuable areas. If PREPA plans to pursue such wetlands enhancement options, the
areas need to be identified, quantified, and a specific plan to address local conditions must be
developed. Additional details on the management/maintenance methods to be used need to
be clarified. EPA believes that any mitigation and/or wetlands enhancement plans should
include performance/success rates to evaluate their suitability and long term viability.
Furthermore, please be advised that on January 14, 2011 the Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) provided guidance for departments and agencies of the Federal government on
mitigation and monitoring of activities. As highlighted in this guidance, “Mitigation measures
included in the project design are integral components of the proposed action, are
implemented with the proposed action, and therefore should be clearly described as part of the
proposed action.” Therefore, EPA believes that a more robust description of the mitigation and
monitoring plans needs to be developed to ensure that this federal objective is fulfilled. The
guidance further states that “Mitigation commitments needed to lower the level of impacts so
that they are not significant should be clearly described in the mitigated FONSI [finding of no
significant impact] document and in any other relevant decision documents related to the
proposed action.” Therefore, any Corps-issued Environmental Assessment coupled with a
FONSI for this project should include that information. We look forward to receiving and
reviewing the mitigation plan documents as they become available.

One additional remaining concern for EPA is the proposed project’s right-of-way (ROW). At
various times throughout the documents supplied by PREPA, the ROW is described as being
100, 150 or 50 feet wide. The applicant’s consultant has provided a brief description of the
ROW categories, but we would appreciate a written, detailed explanation of the concept and its
implementation along the final pipeline route in order to include it in the project review file for
future reference.

In summary, we believe PREPA has addressed most of our major concerns regarding the Via
Verde Natural Gas Pipeline project. However, additional information is required to fully comply
with the Clean Water Act, Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines requirements. We, therefore, condition
our approval of the proposed project to receiving, for review and approval, a comprehensive
mitigation plan which addresses compensation for both, temporary and permanent impacts to
wetlands and a detailed explanation of the project’s variable right-of-way before project
construction activities begin. In addition, we request that the permit includes a special
condition requiring the presence of independent gualified personnel during drilling operations
to closely monitor the process and stop work if any issues or abnormalities are detected.



mentioned in in response to comments from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Puerto
Rico Engineers and Surveyors Association. EPA believed that PREPA’s dismissal of this
alternative was inconsistent with the current project’s overall project purpose, since it would
provide PREPA with an aiternative fuel option for two major generating facilities with lesser
environmental impacts. However, after evaluating additional information furnished by the
applicant’s environmental consultant, it appears that Gasoducto del Sur was geared to provide
natural gas to the combined cycle units located at the Aguirre Power Plant with a 592 MW operational
capacity. On the other hand, Via Verde would provide natural gas and an increase in PREPA’s
operational capabilities to a total of 1,519 MW. Moreover, the Via Verde Project would provide PREPA
with the flexibility to operate the most efficient power generating units on the island, which are located
on the north coast, through the monitoring of each unit's rated capacity, individual fuel consumption
and the type of fuel that fosters the lowest power generating costs. The Via Verde project would thus
allow a more efficient use of such power generating units, allowing reductions in the transmission
losses, as observed in other PREPA electric power transfer systems. EPA also defers to PREPA’s
expertise on the fact that “Gasoducto del Sur” may destabilize the island’s electrical system,
resulting in frequent collapses of the electric network of Puerto Rico. Upon further
consideration of the supplied information, EPA believes that the alternatives analysis issues
have been addressed by the applicant.

In regards to EPA’s concerns about the use of directional drilling in wetlands and karst terrain,
PREPA provided additional information regarding best management practices, the monitoring
to be performed and the presence of specialized personnel during drilling operations to
monitor the process and stop work immediately if any escape of bentonite mud into karst
formations and/or waters of the United States is suspected. In addition, during a March 2, 2011
meeting at the Corps of Engineers, PREPA’s consultants announced that directional drilling
operations in karst terrain would be greatly reduced, since the pipeline route would be altered
to circumvent haystack hills (“mogotes”), light equipment would be used, and a pipeline pull
method would be required to further reduce impacts. We commend PREPA on these impact
reduction measures, and now believe that best management practices, combined with
adequate monitoring by qualified personnel should minimize any undesirable impacts from
directional drilling. EPA recommends that that a special condition to the Corps of Engineers
permit, requiring the presence of a trained independent geologist/engineer with expertise on
karst terrain in the field at alf times during drilling operations to closely monitor the process and
stop work if any issues or abnormalities are detected be included. We also urge the Corps to
consider additional special conditions requiring the avoidance of major karst formations during
pipeline construction.

In our previous letter, we commented on the unsuitability of the initially proposed
compensation for unavoidable impacts to aquatic resources. Additional information supplied
by PREPA to address this issue includes, among others, a commitment to coordinate with the
Department of Natural and Environmental Resources (DNER) to develop suitable on-site
mitigation in a 3:1 ratio for any unavoidable impacts to aquatic resources. While PREPA has
repeatedly stated that a suitable mitigation plan would be developed in a timely manner, EPA
believes that such plan must be reviewed and accepted by the Corps of Engineers, EPA and all



Sindulfo Castillo

Chief, Antilles Regulatory Section
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
400 Fernandez Juncos Avenue

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901-3299

Re: Via Verde Natural Gas Pipeline; SAJ-2010-02881 (IP-EWG)
Dear Mr. Castillo:

This is in further reference to the Via Verde natural gas pipeline project proposed by the Puerto
Rico Electric Power Authority (PREPA). Since our December 23, 2010 letter, additional
information has been provided by PREPA and its consultants to address the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) concerns. In addition, the applicant met with EPA representatives
on several occasions to present and/or discuss such additional information, including chapters
four and six of the local Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the project, plus several
summary sections.

In our previous letter, EPA objected to the issuance of a Department of the Army permit for the
project based on the lack of a detailed alternatives analysis, concerns regarding the use of
directional drilling, the lack of suitable compensatory mitigation to address wetlands impacts,
and the need to complete a federal Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the project. The
comments provided herein are based on a thorough review of the additional information
furnished by the applicant and its consultants.

To address the alternatives analysis issue, PREPA provided information on the alternatives
contained in the local EIS prepared for the project. These included a no action alternative, the
construction of a natural gas import terminal on the north coast of the island, tanker and buoy
systems and/or transfer platforms for receipt of natural gas at PREPA’s Palo Seco, San Juan and
Cambalache plants, gravity based systems, floating storage and re-gasification units, and
several terrestrial alignments for a natural gas pipeline system. While this represents a
significant milestone in the review of alternatives for the project, the documents provided
included an additional option: The use of natural gas at PREPA’s existing Costa Sur and Aguirre
power generating facilities on the south coast of Puerto Rico, combined with the conversion of
the nearby Las Mareas Port facility to receive liquefied natural gas (LNG) as means to achieve
significant energy production using an alternative fuel. This project, formerly known as the
“Gasoducto del Sur”, was previously considered by PREPA as means to address the
diversification of the electric power supply methods in Puerto Rico. The project was briefly
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Based on the information provided, we request an investigation into this
endorsement and strongly request EPA to remove its conditional endorsement for
the Via Verde project immediately.

Sincerely yours,

% Wf/ %%

Dr. Alexis Massol-Gonzalez, Director

i. (fm\".ﬂ

Dr. Arturo Massol-Dey4, Biologist

/%Waxolm

Dr. Gerson Beauchamp, Electrical Engineer

cc: Congressman Luis Gutierrez (Enrique.F ermandez@mail.house.gov)

Sindulfo Castillo (Sindulfo.Castillo@usace.army.mil)

Page 3 of 3 CP to EPA April 8, 2011



b. These four units of the Aguirre plant are programmed by the PREPA
to operate on natural gas with a capacity of 1,492 MW for 2014, For
that reason, in terms of capacity the Aguirre plant can produce as
much energy as the 3 northern plants combined and therefore, the
construction of a 92-mile long gas pipeline is unnecessary.

. The EPA is wrong in neglecting the fact that the PREPA is completing the final
tests to operate units 5 and 6 of the Costa Sur plant with natural gas,
representing a capacity of 820 MW. The EPA has failed to recognize that the
other four units (1-4) of Costa Sur have an additional capacity of 270 MW and
are scheduled to operate on natural gas in 2014.

. The EPA is in its endorsement because in 2009 the 3 northern plants
generated around 22% of Puerto Rico’s energy while the Costa Sur power
plant generated 24%. This implies that the Via Verde project is of limited
utility with monumentally destructive impacts to the water resources,
wetlands, forests, and endangered species.

. The EPA is entirely wrong endorsing the Via Verde project because the
natural gas supplier, EcoElectrica, has already admitted to the FWS that they
do not have the required natural gas send-out capacity, infrastructure,
neither permits from FERC to supply gas to the three northern plants with a
capacity of 1,519 MW. Giving an endorsement to the Via Verde project
without gas for the operation is absurd, negligent, and is suspicious.,

. The EPA is erroneous when citing information supplied by PREPA indicating
that the northern power plants are more efficient. According to a 2009 report
from PREPA, the Costa Sur and Aguirre plants have in average greater
efficiency than the northern plants. In fact, Cambalache is the least efficient
plant and is located in the north.

. The EPA is inaccurate using the information supplied from PREPA to state
that generating more energy in the south can destabilize the system causing
frequent collapses of the Puerto Rican power-grid. This is absurd and false.
Historically the south has generated from 75% to 80% of the total energy for
the island and has done so with no major difficulties.

. The EPA has failed to acknowledge that a number of prestigious engineers
from the Department of Electrical Engineering at the University of Puerto
Rico have determined that the savings expected from the Via Verde project
are about 1.2 cents per kWh which drastically contradicts the PREPA claims
of savings of 12 to 22 cents per kWh.

Page20of 3 CP to EPA April 8, 2011



April 8, 2011

Judith A. Enck

Administrator for EPA’s Region 2 Office
290 Broadway

New York, New York 10007-1866

Dear Administrator:

We represent Casa Pueblo, a community-based organization with over 30 years of
service contributing towards sustainable development in Puerto Rico in the areas of
economic development, environmental protection, educational programs, and
agriculture. Casa Pueblo has been nationally and internationally recognized,
including through the award of a 2002 Goldman Prize, equivalent to an
Environmental Nobel Prize, to its Director Dr. Alexis Massol-Gonzélez. Our concern
regarding the potential impact of a major natural gas pipeline proposal led us to
assemble a Scientific and Technical Commission to study the potential
environmental, social and economical impacts of the project. This Commission has
now been studying this project for more than nine months.

In a recent letter signed by Carl Soderberg (Director of the EPA in Puerto Rico, April
1, 2011) directed to the US Army Corps of Engineers addressing the Via Verde gas
pipeline project; SAJ-2010-02881 (IP-EWG), the EPA endorses the project
conditionally pending the supply of additional information.

The EPA analysis that endorses the Via Verde project is supported by a number of
arguments that contain errors, ocmissions, and a misguided investigation (refer to
the last paragraph in page 1 and the first in page 2 of Soderberg's letter to USCOE).

1. Itis completely wrong to say that the capacity of the Via Verde is 1,519 MW
while the Aguirre Plant capacity is only 592 MW,

a. Whether omitted deliberately or by accident, the Aguirre plant has

‘units 1 and 2 with a total capacity of 900 MW, in addition to two
combined cycle units with a total capacity of 592 MW.

Page 1 of 3 CP to EPA April 8, 2011



pdg0 udy vd3isns| 2007 JoUUIA 9Z11 UBRLIplON) .Nw_wuzow-_n.mmmz SIXaly

“-n
~,

=y
Jaauiduyg [es113129[q ‘q-yd ‘dweyoneag uosiar)
'd’Yd ‘eAaQ-[0SSe| 01Ny
‘UOlJeULIOjUT J9Y1N] J0) SN 1DBIUOD 0] IEISAY JoU 0(]

*19139] PasOIUd 39s asea|d stwtad Alessasau
a1 INoYaIm Sundeauod jo ssavodd alpadxa ue Ansnf 01 Jusawuiaaosd [eso] ay3 Aq asn Apuaand st uonisod snonfiquie Inog

‘yaed A[uo a3 aq 01 SWaas JiuLIad Julof 3y jo [eluap ay) ‘A1e13u0d ay) uo ‘[esodoid S1yj 10) JUIWASIOPUD JO pury AUe yoeal



0] uonieuLIojul A1BSSIAU Y1 SBY FODSN 2Y3 10 YT JaYIIaN ‘Apreipawwi 309foad apaap eip ay3 Joj JUSWISIOPUD [BUOTIIPUOD
S31 9A0WAI 0] Y43 159nbal Aj8uons pue S1squapos [1e) Jo 3jos 10021p ayz Buipnpur uonesnsaaul ue Sunssnbaua ate IM

01 [[13s 3.J& sanss| [euolIppe a|iym sam Ised ay) Jo saui|peay [e20] Y3 Yooy 1sn() resodo.ud paydniiod Ajaeap e Sur
Aq An[iqisuodsad 531 yum pajie) sey y4qg ‘suoneanow 3ANRUIIE 10 JUD

‘(ouroo
slopua

poe Aq 19yl1g “uonesnsaaur papmdsiw e pue

‘SUOISSIWO ‘S10.413 UleIU0D JeYyl STuaWnSIe Jo Jaquinu e Aq payioddns sy 108foad ,3pJap eip, 93 sasJopus Jey) sisA[eue y44q ay .

0719390Nd YSVO ‘<npaundn'203@)uosiads dweyoneag uosian ~<liwr Kuue-a3esno||se) 0J|npuIS> $<A0S-asnoy ewdzs

oug yupnf Jeaq

SPIRA BIA, - V43T 01 01qang ese) [IWVJS 3T1€ISSOd] :192lqng
<tuinboo@iqandesen-.

pueuiag-anbuugs 2
Noug yupnf oy,

LSV IV 6£:60 1102/01/¥0 -uag
T:oU.__mEmw.EOmmmEm_ [OSSEJA] OINLIY 1Wod

§30IA1G [IRIN-T SSajalip, VAT 4Q 1Uag

SPIBA BIA, - ¥d3 01 0jgand ese)d [NvdS 3719I1SS0d] :Md ‘Poslang
WV E¥:0L LLOZ/OLIFO e

Snywdasnizdbieqapog en 0]

SNVAISNIZYMOUT wipnp 1W0J4

" WV 9¥°80 LLOZ/L L/P0 U0 SN/YdISN/ZH/B1eqiapog 187 Aq pepiemioy —
uoloeISauel Jeredard

“PepJemio) usaq sey sbessaw siy | :AIoISIH

WY L¥:80 LLOZ/LLIVO

W04 8sor 99
zenBupoy ensais) :0) Biaquepog pen ._. —~

BPISA BIA, - VdT 0} 0199nd EseD [WVdS J19ISSOd] M4 =)



ubgrepIod  pbegeolod  p6gg//zzovd

b e e

[Ioa/sMma/wd/eaTTes

abxop Aq POIITIP , 2WY "SUT] wmﬂm SpPISA BTA, JUuswyoeilie) MHOQ\mzm\wm\m>ﬂHmw

sbxop Aq poISTdP 4XPT DUTTIASIUSD TT-LT-Ew Juswyoelle] [I0a/sSMA/Pd/eatTes

abiopr Aq paisTep «[axd-auTTas3uss IT-LI-€. Jusuydselle] [10a/smd/vd/eaties abaor Aq psailsTop
wdUs *daUTTI2uUad TT-LT-€u JUDWYDEIIR] [IOQ/SMI/PE/eaTies abiop Aq po3aIop ,.XYS SUTT.Id3USD
TT-LT-€a JudWyde3lje] [I0Q/SMI/P¥/eATTes abiop Aq pelatsp .Ipd-arTIodeys soo elIeRD,
Jusugdelle] [IOd/SMA/vd¥/eaTTes abaor Aq pe3sTsp ,3IAP SUTTILNIUSD TT-LT-€. IUaWOERIIR]

ANON :s3aeaase)
QIIAISSYIONN :UOTIRDTITSSETD

ANON :s]jesaed
QEISISSYIONR UOTIBDTITSSETD

Jwod - Asaanssoesn-Axojernbsx// d33y :)UuTT ButmolTol ayj uo butioTio Agq
Asaxns Iswoisnd syl 239T7dwod ssesTd jnok butazes I3333Qq UT SN 3ISTSSE OSELSTJd
9069-6ZL (LBL) :ixeg

6G0€ "IXHT 5069-62L (LBL) :T9L

uotT3nas Axojernbay SoTTTIUY

30TIISTA STITAUCSIHOERD

sassuthbuy jyo sdixon Awry

Isbeuey 3osloxg

evIOIRY) ‘M Iebpd



'ATTnIoadssy
"1STE UodeW UO TT® Nok 228 TT1.I

‘peyselje osTe aIe SOTT]
adeys oyl OJUIDIY IO MBTADIY SABY puUe 1PUN3I0F 3Ie oym nok Jo asoyl iog

‘wexboxd yjaeg a1boon
InoA uo dn moys TTTM 3T pue MO A03[9s pue ITTJ paydeIIe 3YJ U0 YOTITD Isnp

“JusuwubtTe suriadtd pssodoxd msu syj ST NEHSD UT SUTl oyl
"uotjeot1dde

JTwrsd 8yl Y3Tm PIISATILSP JuswubTTe sutTadtd 9y ST QHY UT SUTT oYL
ZWI y3lxedg srboos aya up

TRUTT Syl 23ex3SNTIT 031 [ge sem I 3ISeIT 3B Inq ‘UoTjPWIOTUT
TT® Y3Té STt =Yyl 3x2auod Arrsdoad o3 oxemiygos paxtnbex syay saey 3,uop 1

‘JusuubIre
Sy3j o3 ssbueys 3osloxg spisp eTp =2yl 93eX31SNTIT 03 3TTI 30algns sixe pssorouy

IUSWSTIUSDH pUBR SSTPERT

ANON :83e3AR)
QdTATISSYIONN ‘UOTIBDTITSSEID <<zwy'sut] 3dTd Spasa BIA>>

(QAI4ISSYIONN) wwowuBiy suifadig apaaA BIA 18870-0102-[VSIvalang
<[TurAudre-32esn@)o][1Ise] 0J|NpuUISs> , V'S OJ[NPUIS ‘O[juse)), 39

<A0d erOU@RISALIR 350>
‘<aod1op)znio-zado||astiewrs ‘<A03"10p@)| [epuay Ayieas
‘<a03 eda [leweda@aso[ 010$> ‘<A sm@ZIUN N MMPT>



<A0T SmI{DRIAY BSIISIBIA> ‘<AOF 10P@)OpEYIELISOlIEY

‘A0S 10p@)saLo) dwiels ‘<1d-owsiqos odysid@uruoqu> NV 07:80 1102/ST/€0

Jutuog [anSip, ‘<id-owaqod-odysid@oiqniess o1qny "V solreD,
‘<0 edo@) 1ea T1aquaposs> ,810q19pog [eD),, ‘<A0F EROUDRQGILIBY ILIRUIESIT> <qurk
LBQQRLIED dLiBWESI],, ‘<[1urAuue-ssesn@e1dien’ M 1e8pa> VS M Je3pd ‘erdren,0] wa-sdesn@rIEn M 1eSpa>
w['VS M 2E3pY ‘BrIBD,

=~ NV 95:80 110Z/ST/E0 U0 [OQ/SMA/PU/RIATY eSIaIRIN AQ PIPIBAIO ===
Karo))  uaydarg
‘sojdiourid pue 2310y “98uRYD**-3J1] UL SJUBISUOD DI} I€ S,

A0S SMIDIRIOALL BSI[aIRLU

(ar1qowr) £0Z$-015 (L8L)

(xe)) OpvL-158 (L8L)

(10211p) 90T X L6TL-158 (L8L)

72900 091y ouang ‘uoianbog

16¥ Xog ‘O'd

O PIAT] UeRqqLIE)) SADIAIAG [BO130]00T
3IAISS SJIIPIIA PUB USl "ST[)

losiatadng piatd JURISISSY

RISATY esijarejy

sa1d (O] SOJ BNISONWIAP BINI B] 1S B[2100 A SOIIUINIOP SO[ JIqe J0AR) 104

(QFIAISSVTONN) wawusyy aulfadig apIoA BIA [8870-010T-(VS :mJ123(qng

2

YV 85:80 110T/ST/E0
SMADIOA/SM /P ZoeZUoD) 12ejeyo ]

10Q/SAA/PH/eIRATY BSIRIARY

== NV 6T:L0 | 10Z/1€/€0 U0 [OQ/SM A/ U/Z{eZu0D) |3ejey Aq papIemiog -----

A03'smJp)zatezuod |oejel
OvyL-158 (L8L) *Xe]



1T X L6TL-158 (L8L) -ouoyd

77900 091y ouang ‘uoianbog

l6¥ X0g "O'd

3010 P21 UBIqqLIE)) SIAISS [eo130]00T
SJAISS APIIM PUe USL] "S'()

1s130[01g SJIPIIM PUe USL]

Zaezuon) [aejey

(QAIAISSYTONMN) wawudiy autjadid opIaA BIA [8870-010Z-[VS :mA10afqng

o

. WV £C:L0 FT0T/1€/€0
SMABIOA/SMA/PA/ZdoT X ‘SMABDTOA/SM A/ eAlES 3310f

‘SMAD10A/SM /P 9/nBasuop JewO ‘SM ABIOA/SM A/ d/093dRd SOPEDO
10A/SMA/PU/ZIRZUCD PEJRY

[0A/SM /v d/Za]BZUo) [Sejey
AoT smi@eares af10[ jrew-g
OPPL-158/L8L Xed
61T UOISURNXD “L6TL-1§8/L8L -duoydafa,
72500 001y oueng ‘ugianbog
16¥ X0d "O'd
201JO P[] S391AI3G [B2130]007 UeaqqLIE])
3NAISS AJIPIIM PUe Sl "S'(]
weidold saradg pareduepuyg
"d'yd ‘Balfes ‘g 23101

iP32u noA S3UO A puly 0 WY JO [[e ySnomyy oF 01 Suiaey
ured [e4o1 e st 3] ‘Sunyowos Jo suwreu Ajedidunul oY) Yim way) [aqe[ Ao ‘s3[l Jd ap1aoid Aau) 1ey) swin 1xau ‘jey) way) 1s383ns -sd

D401



‘urewa: sa1ads 353y Suipredal {107 ‘bz Yore Jo [Teurs snoraaad

€ U0 passardxa [ Jey) SWISOUGO PUE SJUSWIWOD ‘3I0Jaldy | 'sejunipy 1se3ynos ul auo pue jeuejy ut sjods Jo apdnos e £jjenuajed jdasxa
‘e0Q UBDIY ouang pue ‘refiySiu ‘Joured ueory opang “Mmey paduim-peolq ymey pauurys-dreys au) Jo renqey o) syoedwn Juaaaid o)
Yyanous yuesyiu1s are Jey) (WIsoU0d Jo SBaIe ur) usurugife peo1 sy ur safueyd 958 Jou op | ‘papraoid uoneusioyul ay) SUIMIIAAI Iayy

@am_m_mm«ioZDv wowuly aurjadid 3pIoA BIA 18820-010C-TVS M4 2U»algng

SMABHOA/S M /v d/nSasuon
WO SMADIOA/SMA/b¥/2adoT X1134 ‘S ADIOA/S M 3/54/0930EJ SOLIEID)

SMIBIOA/SM A/b/Zalezuon) [aejeyo ]

qmm_n__mm<AUZDv WwowuB1|Y autjadig 3pIaA BIA 18820-0107-1VS ‘M4 3delgng

SMABIOA/SM A/pd/mBasuop

TRy

Wd 0€:10 1 10Z/CI/0

10d/SMA/p A eales adaop

10A/SM d/pdreales aiof

A0 smj@)zarezuod [sefel
ObPL-158 (L8L) :xeq
PITX L6TL-168(L8L) ouoyy

T7900 051y ouang ‘uolanbog

[6F X0 "O'd

MJO PRI UBQQUED) SIS [8D150]097
SIALLS PIIM PUR YSL] "S

1s130701g J1IP[I pue ysig

ZJ[BZUON) [3r]ey]

iSIUUIUIO) MOK 10] syuey |



WO ‘SMADIOW/SMA/Pd/23d07T X124 ‘SMIBIOQ/SM /P /093y SOLIB )Y
Wd TT:T0 110T/TH0

SMIDIOA/SM /v eAlIES 3810[0]
100/SM 4/PY/ZBZUOD) [dEJEY

[I0A/SM /YU /Za1eZuch) [sejey
LI[2M 11 Op oM pUE ‘)T Op UED JBY) SSUO AJUOC U} IR 3M ‘ST 11 JI9AD JBUYM INq “OP M SI 31 JelM MOUY| 0) SUIIIS U0 ON],,

80TC 016 L8L
04 uosanbog

SMASN
zadory xt[a

‘Aeg] g[|1UeARns) Y)m Pa1osuu0d pue papoolj Anusueuniad aq 0) SWAIS Jey) 2A0IFuBW pue siefies ySnosy
SI Q@H 01 uonels Juuaraw woly aynol surjadid ‘eare saoiBuewr pue je(jies e ur st adeds y1om QAH BLXT - €AY [0 1Z€-Z-0'8P

"u0sea1 ay; st 1eym pue jutod siys te suijadid sy ur uonNRIAIP UAPPNS JeY) STIBYM - €AY S 126-7-0'8P

"SUrRIUNOW Yy oyt I £3y) ssajun A3[[eA Y3

Jo wonoq 3y Je Bale YIom [RUONIPPER 31 dAeY 01 Wy} Jof doefd ou st a1oy] "sapi]s pue] aminj 10§ juiod [E00] B SWO0D3q UL ISALI 3Y3
1oedut A[3819ApE p[NoMm SIY) ‘13110 3y} dn pue 9pis 3uo umop apifs e 1nd o) urod jsn( Ay are ‘ourfadid 3y mo[oq 193] (0§ © Yum £3[feA
da91s ' U1 umop st 19A11 2} ey} smoys ajyoud ay) “uiod sty 1e seld[[ag ory 2y1 ss010 01 FutoF Aoy are moy 1snf - [A3Y 27 1ZE-Z-0'8P

"IDALI 3Y) OJUT IYFLI UOTSOId PUE I3]eMm I10] IPI[S B 2)JB2ID [[IM 3PIS JaY)0 3 uo {1y dsals
a1 dn Buton) "1aAl 3y} Joedwil P[NOM UOTIONIISUOD PUE UOISOII 01 193[gNs ST BaTe 3y} ABM ISUIS ‘[SUUBYD JIALI IATIOR 10 URq ISALL Y}
Ul JI0Mm {Iejus pInoMm Jey ], ;0peni(] 18 0qIdaly ap apuein) ory ay) Jo yueq 1sea ay) Suimoqjoj surpadid sy s1 AYA - 1A 87 126-7-0'8Y

"21N0I 2113US 33 uofe 1isuen JusuewIad JO pury 2UI0S JOJ MO[[e 0} 1nd 2q 0} daey pinom sadojs
Y], ;siredas papaau Aue uuiopiad pue s1001 9o5 doap Jo 221y seare asay) urejurew o) Jutod gV St MOY “S[10s 3[qIpoI1a ATyS1y aAey
pue sapispue| 0] suoid are seare asay Jo Auew osjy Jusuidinba podsuen 01 Yo1ym ISA0 paq peol 9[qRIS B pling 0) Suraey 0} anp indd0



HM s10edL 32IN0S3J [RINJEU DI0W YONUI 1BY) 3A3N}Aq | “utod pues Suusawius ue woy s[qissod jou si Aldus 11 quatidinbs £azay pue
SYOND GIM [[1Y € JO SPIS Y1 UO P[ING 10UUED NOA 30UIS ‘UOZ UOHINISUOD J00J (0G| Y} UL} 210w aAjoAul Ajqeqoad [pim s1ys *[jiy e Jo
ap1s ays 3uofe 3[inq aq [[im suijadid ay) sease swos ur 383 995 |[m noA afyoxd surjadid ay) 18 yoo] pue surejunotw Y} OJUI A0W NOA S
'sdew odoy pue

[0S W0y SIY} 19BIIXS pInod A3y} A2ING "I10[02 2ANDUNSIP € UI sTuImeIp 109fod oy ut umoys Apress aq pnoys sdion) a3y} jo uonoipsun(
943 Jopun e} yolym a3euresp ‘Sweans [Je Jeyl puswwosal s ‘anjq P310j02 u3aq sAeY pnoys Aay; ‘dewr oy uo asayy ajenuaIalIp

03 JNOYJIP St 11 “Te[IUIS AI12A 21E 931D U PEOI I0J [OqUIAS 3Y) Ing “Sprol pawreuun Juljnuapi 1e pood A1aA sre sfuimerp =it}
'Spuepam d1qissod ul ydeq find qQH pue seare yiom [euonippe pey “BUISS010 0qII3IY 3P SPUBID) OTY - ZASY b 1Z2€-Z-0°8%

¢19vem uado 1an0 piing 01 3urod L1y a1e moy “‘1arem uado pue ysrewr doap Buisso1d surjadid ‘sauoingr] ouery - 1A 84°1Z€-7-0°8¥

"sdew ay; [je U0 UMOYS seate pue[lam [JE ALY 0) snoafejueape
9 p[nom j] “eare dew papeys Ay} UO UMOYS Jou Ing puada| Surmerp ayy uo UMOLS 218 SPUB[IdM “SAUOINQL] OUe)) - [AY £5°17€-7Z-0'8

[9'XXX SB JWeS - [AY 79'[ZE-Z-0°'8Y
"puada] oy ur WaY) 10§ [OqUIAS € S 2131y ySnoy uaas ‘sBuimelp auyp ui P1eJ1pUl SpUB[Iam 3Y) 935 JOU Op |

Eale joeq find GQ@H pue gare y1om Jeuonippe sSre - 1A% [9°12€-2-0'8%

"$3UISSOID JaAL pUe peos Jofew pue oM (J(IH [[B Ul seare J1om [euonippe axmnbai [[im A2y ay1] $00] 1]

“ysiew ul are syoeduw 1210 [je ‘umoys
ST gare yoeq [ind QQH ‘spuepiom saosfuew oedwr Aew eare HOM QOTXSL [EUCIPPE 33 9NI] $00] ‘BUl} JUIRS - [ASY 98" | ZE-7-0'8%

SPUEIaM SNO3JRQIY UL 3q 0} Wass 213y S)vedwll |1y [enueISqns swass it |y JeuonIppe
‘eare yoeq [Ind QQH 243 ST 18YM pue ‘soaosuew 2207y ory Y3 01 350[3 A12A BUnyIOM 3q [[1m KU o)1 SH0O] - 1A9Y L8 1Z€-Z-0°'8¥

¢Wiep Apusuesunad



01 Su10d st gV 1By MOY Y1 Jeyl st ‘sanol (qQH Y Suo[e I0PLLIOd UOHINISUOD 3PIm (G © 21U} 1 AYM -[AY 88°12€-Z-0°8F
13)EM MO[ UBIW SAUINAWOS pue J12)em YSiy uesw ui eae yoeq(nd QQAH - Za9Y 06'12€-Z-0°'8%

“gaIe yoraq 10eduw ABU ‘UMONIAYT UI §oraq a1 Suofe eate yoeqind QY 931e7 - ZA%Y 16'17€-Z-0'8Y

sioedw! pue[iom 3[qissod - 1Ay £6'17E-Z-0'8Y

"SpUBRIaM SN032BQIY PUB ‘Wep MofJiapun ODIJ V) Sunsixa ayy wedul [[im sutjadid 34| - [AY $6°12€-Z-0'8Y

(10} 153 Guipeay
adid Jo uonoas ay) st 1eym ose ‘auis uoneduiw JauLo] e joedwr Aewr uondsuuo)) uoweleq pasodosd sy - ZANY 6 12€-Z-0'8h

“J0U 1O 3131 pasn 3q [[1M (JQH J1 1892 10U
ST 7] "219Y UMOUS 10U SI JOPLLIOD LOTIdNIISUOD 100) 0§ Y1 ‘spuefiom 1oedwit Aew jueld 003§ ofed oY) ot Anug - [A9Y [$'2Z€-Z-0'8%

‘SPUB[IaM GNIYS qnids aaoiFueul 1e[f 1jes yInoay) sunt uonyers sajous pasodoid ay) wiol] ing £150)) 01 2101 3Y | - [AdY 17°ZTE-Z-0'8P
-uoneordde yiuwad s1y) ur papn[oul aq PINOYS 1] ¢, [B1AL] 033§ 0O[e pasodoid Yl SLIBYM - 1A St'TCE-Z-0'8F

Burunsuod swiy K194 s)1 ‘0U0 AISAS puR Youa 1B paYoo] [ $34 ‘sa[lJ J(d Ui UO SIUSWWOI JI0JA]

(Q31IISSYIONN) uatuubiny suiadid opidA BIA L88Z0-0L0C-TYS Md 9y ‘pelang

WV 90:L 4 LLOZ/ELIVO 8eg

AoB smy@ziunp ump3 ‘pwrAuesoesn@ienieny s ebp3 'aob smy@inbasuopw 1ew ‘robsm@enesabior 'aob sm@oodayoed soued Koy
aob-smy@zelezuorn) |eejey 0]

0B -smy@zado x84 ‘wol4

—- WV Z¥'LL LLOZ/EL/P0 U0 SNYEASN/ZH/BIaquapog e Aq papiemiod —

Wv £ LEOC/EL/YO Zonbupoy eysala] 01 Bieqiepos ped
(QFNAISSYTONN) wawubily auliadid spiaA BIA L88Z0-0L02-TVS Md TR



cc:
FHWA

FWS

NMFS - ESA
NMEFS - EFH
SHPO

EPA Region 2



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.C. Box 4970
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0019

Aepur T APR13 2011

ATTENTION OF

Regulatory Division

Mr. Carl-Axel P. Soderberg

Caribbean Environmental Protection Division
Centro Europa Building, Suite 417

1492 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Stop 22

San Juan, PR 00907-4127

Dear Mr. Soderberg:

This letter acknowledges yours dated April 1, 2011, regarding the Via Verde Natural Gas
Pipe Line proposal currently under review by Depariment of the Army permit application
number SAJ-2010-02881. We were extremely surprised by the conclusions made by your
agency considering that much information is still forthcoming on this project. We take exception
to the contents of the letter, the analysis therein contained, and its conclusions.

It appears the EPA was provided with privileged information by the PREPA, as
expressed repeatedly in your letter. It concerns me that the Corps was not involved in any of the
exchanges of information and/or meetings that took placc between the applicant and your
agency, as the Corps has primary and ultimate authority over the Via Verde application. The
applicant has not submitted all required information (o properly address the alternative analysis,
avoidance and minimization, compensatory mitigation, public interest, endangered species,
historical properties, and impacts to federal projects. With that said, the Corps considers it to be
premature to render a decision if the NEPA process could be concluded with a mitigated FONSI
or an EIS, or even to imply that this project is permittable.

Thus I am requesting that privileged information in the hands of EPA be provided to the
Corps. Please feel free to call me reference this subject al your convenience.

Sincerely,

Donald W. Kirfard
Chief, Regulatory Division



If you have any questions or require additional information on this matter, please'contact Ms.
Teresita Rodriguez, Chief of the Multimedia Permits and Compliance Branch {MPCB), at 787-
977-5864 or Mr. José Soto, of the MPCB, at 787-977-5829,

Sincerely,

)
% 7 %'a&;-v’"
Carl-Axe) B(é;erg A,

Director

CC: USFWS-Cabo Rojo, PR
DNER- San }uan, PR
PRPB- San Juan, PR
PREQB- San Juan, PR



_........_ Martin Pefia & Via Verde Highlghts

L= N _ Jose Soto to: Jose Font 03/31/2011 06:03 PM
Cc: Teresita Rodriguez

Martin Pefia:

1. CEPD met with representatives from the Ponce School of Medicine and Proyecto ENLACE on March 25. The purpose of the meeting was to
discuss the possibility of performing an epidemiological study at the Martin Pefia communities in order to gather evidence regarding the possible
iink between repeated exposure to sewage contaminated water and sediments to illnesses within the communities. ENLACE's presentation
included a video on the community and the project, and additional information on the proposed dredging project and the current conditions of the
area. Ms. Himilce Velez, from the Epidemiology Department of the Ponce School of Medicine welcomed the opportunity to participate in this
project, which will address a long standing data gap regarding the communities. ENLACE invited Ms. Velez to a tour of the area which had been
previously planned as part of an EPA sampling and data collection effort. Ms. Velez and some graduate students participated in the tour on March
27, and coordinated for further meetings with ENLACE for the planning and community involvement efforts.

Via Verde:

1. Arevised draft letter providing comments to the information supplied by PREPA in response to our original comments on the project began
internal review at CEPD on March 30.

2. EPA participated in a meeting with DOT's Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, as coordinated by the Corps of Engineers,
During the meeting, some requirements from PHMSA which may affect PREPA's plans were discussed. The main issue that would require a major
modification to current project plans is PHMSA's requirement that the right of way for the project be kept clear at all times. This could prevent
PREPA from developing mitigation plans for wetlands impacts within the right of way, and may result in additional impacts to wetland areas due to
regular maintenance requirements. Additional information and a copy of PHMSA’s presentation will be forwarded by the Corps to all participating
agencies.



